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Prelude and Ringing of the Bell 
Introit: O come, O Bright and Morning Star, 
and bring us comfort from afar! Dispel the 
shadows of the night and turn our darkness 
into light. 
Ringing of the Church Bell 
 
Call to Worship: God of timeless grace, fill us 

with joyful expectation. Make us ready for the message that prepares the way, that with 
uprightness of heart and holy joy we may eagerly await the kingdom of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Hymn: O Come All Ye Faithful,  

Lighting of the Advent Candle  
Isaiah 9:2-6 CEB 

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light. On those living in a pitch-dark land, light 
has dawned. You have made the nation great; you have increased its joy. They rejoiced before you 
as with joy at the harvest, as those who divide plunder rejoice. As on the day of Midian, you’ve 
shattered the yoke that burdened them, the staff on their shoulders, and the rod of their 
oppressor. Because every boot of the thundering warriors, and every garment rolled in blood will 
be burned, fuel for the fire. A child is born to us, a son is given to us, and authority will be on his 
shoulders. He will be named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. 

 
Gloria Patri: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the 
beginning, is now and ever shall be world without end. Amen. Amen.  
 
Announcements and December Bread Tin Offering for Redbird Mission Conference. The Red 
Bird Missionary Conference helps ease the need and the isolation through its churches and 
mission institutions. The churches are working to teach and train local leaders, as well as to 
provide long term discipleship. Church and outreach workers work diligently with the children 



through camp and youth groups. They provide Bible studies for their adults as well as fellowship 
activities. The Appalachian Local Pastors School is also provided to train local pastors to serve in 
churches. 
 
Prayer for Illumination: O God of Elizabeth and Mary, you visited your servants with news of 
the world's redemption in the coming of the Savior. Make our hearts leap with joy, and fill our 
mouths with songs of praise, that we may announce glad tidings of peace, and welcome the Christ 
in our midst. Amen. 
 
Scripture Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26 
 
Anthem: Come See the Baby 
 
Scripture Luke 1:46b-55 and Sermon 
 
Prayers: Brothers and sisters, as we joyfully await the glorious coming of the Christ, let us pray for 
the needs of the church, our community, and the world.  
Prayers of the People, concluding with: 
God of promise, you have given us a sign of your love through the gift of Jesus Christ, our Savior, 
who was promised from ages past. We believe as Joseph did the message of your presence 
whispered by an angel,  
and offer our prayers for your world, confident of your care and mercy for all creation. Amen. 
 
Prayers for our new pastor, Rev. Sallyanne McVay: God of power and grace, bless our pastor, 
Sallyanne, to boldly and courageously lead our congregation to seek and fulfill your vision for our 
church. As Joshua 1 reminds us: “Be very brave and strong as you carefully obey all of the 
instruction that Moses my servant commanded you. Don’t deviate even a bit from it. They you 
will have success wherever you go.” We pray for the ministry success of our pastor, Sallyanne. 
Gracious God, through your grace lead our pastor to live a life that brings glory to you. 
 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen 
 
Offering and Doxology Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Him all creatures here 
below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen 
 
An Order of Farewell to a Pastor 
 
Hymn Joy to the World!  
 
Benediction and Musical Response 



Eight Ways to Pray for Your Pastor 

If you want a great church and a strong spiritual life,  
here are the best ways to make that happen. 

Everyone wants a stronger, more vibrant spiritual life, right? And Christians everywhere want 
their church to be stronger and more vibrant, right? If that is your desire, one of the best things 
you can do to make that happen is to pray for your pastor. 

Being a pastor is among the most demanding, most stressful jobs in our modern world. A recent 
Forbes Magazine article listed “pastor” and “minister” in the top five toughest leadership 
roles. I’ve been there myself, having pastored four churches over a couple decades. And I have 
dozens of pastor friends, including my own pastors. Pastors are on the front lines. They juggle 
numerous tasks, most of which are behind the scenes. They present easy targets for comparisons 
and complaints. Their spouses and families often suffer from unrealistic expectations. And they 
often feel alone and misunderstood. 

Some people, of course, wish their spiritual leaders were more dynamic leaders or better preachers 
or more sensitive shepherds. Some resort to criticizing their pastor or bemoaning the state of their 
church. But few things will accomplish as much as praying for your pastor. Doing so 
simultaneously draws you closer to God and makes you a partner with God in the work He wants 
to do for you, your spiritual life, your church, and your church’s leaders. 

What—and how—should you pray? I offer eight suggestions: 

1)  Pray for your pastor’s marriage and family. No pastor wants to neglect his or her spouse and 
family. But it is too easy to let the demands of others crowd out the priority of marriage and 
family. So, pray for your pastor’s marriage and children to thrive. Pray for your pastor’s aging 
parents or other relatives. Ask God to make his or her home a place of beauty and joy that sets a 
good example for the flock of God. 

2)  Pray for your pastor’s spiritual life.  No one can draw water from an empty well. Yet too 
often pastors try to preach and teach, counsel and comfort, lead and support to the neglect of 
their own souls. So pray for your pastor to keep company with God in prayer, to experience 
blessing and growth in Bible reading (not only to prepare for preaching and teaching), and to find 
and seize opportunities to worship himself or herself.  

3)  Pray for your pastor’s physical health. The demands of ministry often compete with healthy 
lifestyles. In the U.S., people in ministry now suffer from obesity and hypertension at higher rates 
than those to whom they minister. So, pray for your pastor to be protected from sickness and 
disease. Pray for your pastor to take good physical care of himself or herself, to develop and 
maintain good diet and exercise routines. Pray for physical strength and stamina, particularly 
during demanding ministry seasons (such as Advent, building campaigns, etc.).  
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4)  Pray for wisdom and vision. Leaders often face incredibly challenging situations and 
decisions. Seasons of growth, stagnation, and decline in the church all demand much from a 
pastor. So, pray for God to grant wisdom and vision to your pastor. Pray for wisdom to say “yes” 
and “no” at the appropriate times. Pray for wisdom in scheduling and hiring and firing. Pray for 
vision to lead the church as it needs to be led and where it needs to go. 

5)  Pray for your pastor’s friendships. Being a pastor can be a dangerously lonely job. Few 
understand the pressures they face, and many criticize the decisions they make. Pray for your 
pastor to make and maintain healthy, strong friendships that will build him or her up, 
relationships that allow your pastor to be himself or herself, and enjoy an occasional respite from 
the responsibility of being “all things to all people.” 

6)  Pray for your pastor’s finances. Many people in ministry are over-committed and underpaid. 
They make sacrifices for the sake of the Gospel, and often serve churches where funds are tight. 
But of course Scripture says, “The worker deserves his wages” (1 Timothy 5:18, NIV), and debt 
and other financial pressures make effective ministry all the more difficult. So, pray for your 
pastor’s financial well-being. 

7)  Pray for rest. As a pastor, I never realized how tired I was until the first day or two of vacation. 
I would often collapse in exhaustion and frequently got sick. Eventually, I learned to take a 
weekly Sabbath, but I was still often “running on fumes” by the time my Sabbath arrived. Many 
pastors are the same—or worse. So, pray for your pastor to get the necessary rest, to be regularly 
and completely refreshed and revived by sleep, recreation, time off and vacation. 

8)  Pray for ministry effectiveness. Nothing revives and restores a pastor like a spiritual victory—a 
grateful response to a sermon, new converts, new members, baptisms, etc. So pray for your pastor 
to feel useful and effective in his or her efforts, to see the fruit of his or her labors, and to 
experience the blessing of making a real and lasting difference in people’s lives. 

These are not the only prayers you can pray for your pastor, of course. There are too many to list. 
But these represent a great start, and each will make a discernible difference in your own prayer 
life—and that of your faith community. 

by Bob Hostetler Posted in Power of Prayer, Jan 29, 2018 from Guideposts.org 
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