
 

 

 
 

“Advent, The Grinch, and Xmas” 
 

 
One of the most famous Christmas stories is the one by 
Dr. Seuss featuring that hated yet lovable green cave-
dweller, The Grinch, who so famously “stole” Christmas 
from the people of Whoville.  The Grinch snuck into 
town under the cover of darkness and stole all the 
Christmas decorations and the Christmas gifts in the hope 
that he might stop Christmas from coming.  However, at 
the end of Dr. Seuss's tale, the Grinch listens on 
Christmas morning from high on his perch, expecting to 
hear sad sniffles and boo-hoos from down below. But 

instead the Grinch hears a different sound: the sound of glad singing.  Suddenly the Grinch has a realization: 
he hasn't stopped Christmas from coming. It came anyway- "somehow or other, it came just the same." And 
the Grinch wonders, "How could it be so?/ It came without ribbons, it came without tags;/ it came without 
packages, boxes, or bags." And the Grinch has an epiphany: maybe Christmas "doesn't come from a store;/ 
maybe Christmas perhaps, means a little bit more."   
 
The Grinch "repents": he sees things completely differently, turns around and pulls a complete one-eighty. 
And when the Grinch acts on that repentance, when he then saves all the children's presents from going over 
the cliff, his heart grows three sizes. Eventually, the once-lonely Grinch finds himself at the center of the 
Whoville Christmas feast.  I get accused of being The Grinch myself all the time even in the church because 
of my insistence on observing the season of Advent instead of jumping headfirst into the celebration of 
Christmas the day after Starbucks starts rolling out their pumpkin spice flavored beverages.  But it bothers me 
that we make more of Saint Nicholas at Christmastime than we do of Saint Joseph and Saint Mary.  More 
than this, we destroy the preparatory season of Advent, which is meant to be about waiting patiently for the 
coming of the Lord: in our impatience, we skip past the very season meant to teach us patience!   

 
Asbury Memorial United Methodist Church 

171 Beaverdam Road   Asheville, NC  28804    (828) 253-0765 
www.asburymethodist.org 

 

 

 

The Asbury Journal      
December 2017 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(continued from page 1)  
I often hear well-meaning Christians claim that there is a war on Christmas in our culture; a war that seeks to 
take Christ out of Christmas.  I would counter that we Christians don’t need any help in that department 
because we’ve been doing a great job of taking Christ out of Christmas all by ourselves for years now.  I 
believe that there is a war being waged on Advent that is far more real than a war on Christmas. And I believe 
that to the extent that there is a war on Christmas, it is an inside job. Part of the point of the Grinch story is 
that there is nothing outside the faith that can keep Christmas from being celebrated by merely taking away 
its trappings or greetings. There is no “Grinch” in the world who can take it away. The meaning of Christmas 
can't be stolen from us: and yet perhaps we can let it be crowded out.  
 
My colleague, Rev. Jeremy Troxler, raised this great point about the story of The Grinch recently: “If The 
Grinch really wanted to steal Christmas, this is what he should have done: he should have brought MORE 
presents and decorations to Whoville - so many that the true meaning would be buried beneath all the glittering 
and shining debris. He should have planned so many extra events and activities that the townsfolk would 
never actually have time to talk together or to worship or to pray. He should have worn out the people so 
much that they wouldn't have the energy to sing.  
 
Which is pretty much what we all do now to Christmastime.  What if now we NEED the Grinch to steal all 
that away?  I have come to re-think the Grinch story.  What if Dr. Seuss had told that tale less from the 
perspective of the Grinch than from that of the people of Whoville?  What if the Grinch trying to steal 
Christmas was the best thing that ever happened to them?  Think about it: they woke on Christmas morning 
with no presents, decorations, or trees - and yet then looked at each other, and nodded, and went outside to 
sing.  For one year at least, in case they were tempted to forget, they too were reminded that Christmas still 
comes without ribbons, without tags, without packages or boxes or bags - that Christmas doesn't come from 
a store, but that it is about . . . something more. I imagine that stolen Christmas as the best Christmas the 
folks in Whoville ever had.  Perhaps sometimes we have to "lose" "Christmas" in order to truly find it.”   
 
This is why I love our Historical 1800’s Christmas Eve service so much—it enables us to almost go back in 
time for just a few moments and remember what it is about Christmas that really matters.  I’ll hope you and 
your family will be able to join at 5:00 pm on the 24th for what Dr. Seuss might call... “something more.”        
 

 Peace, 
Curtis + 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
NEWS FROM THE CHILDREN & YOUTH 

 
Advent is a busy time of year for the children of Asbury Memorial. Our Children’s Choir will be participating 
in worship each Sunday in December.  If your child needs any assistance preparing for their role, please 
contact Judi Harvin. Also, please arrive at least 10 minutes prior to the worship service for any final rehearsal 
instructions. We greatly appreciate our Children’s Choir in helping us celebrate the wonderful season of 
Advent. 
 
The first youth meeting in 2018 will be on Sunday, January 7, 2018. Lock-in and more fun events are in the 
plans. 
 

NEWS FROM THE MISSIONS COMMITTEE 

The November Bread Tin collection was dedicated to Meals 
on Wheels of Asheville-Buncombe County. We collected 
$689.95 to provide dietician approved meals delivered directly 
to residents over 60 years of age who can no longer drive. 
Thank you for your generous contributions.   

The Christmas Eve offering will be given to ABCCM Fuel Fund to help 
those in our community who struggle to stay warm. Please join us in giving 
generously on Christmas Eve.  
 
The Mitten Tree is up and located in the Sanctuary during Advent. We invite 
you to put mittens, gloves, scarves and warm items on the tree. We will donate 
these items to the Haywood Street congregation.  
 

NEWS FROM THE FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE 
 
The Friendship Circle is still collecting Campbell’s soup labels. The Friendship Circle sends 
these labels to Red Bird Mission in Kentucky where the staff is able to use these labels to do 
wonders for the community. With the generous label donations, they are able to purchase 
computers, vans and buses to use for the children in remote, coal mining areas of Kentucky. 
You can pass along the labels to Madeline Moseley or put them in the Red Box outside the 
Clarence Gilbert classroom.  
 

The Friendship Circle is hosting a baby shower after church this Sunday, December 17th, 
to celebrate the imminent birth of Whitney and Tucker Smith's baby.  The Smiths recently 
joined Asbury, and we want to share their joy.  We will serve a light lunch in the Hugh 
Brown Chapel following the worship service and hope you will join us.  Whitney and 
Tucker have the major pieces of baby equipment already so we will be hosting a “Diaper 
Shower”. Please bring items such as diapers, wipes, baby shampoo and lotion, or even gift 
cards so they can get what they find they need later on.  We hope to see you on Sunday! 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   
 
 

 
 
 

 1 
 
9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 
 
8:00 pm-
Alcoholics 
Anonymous [FH] 

2 
 
10:00am Hanging of 
the Greens [S] 

3 
9:45 am-Sunday 
School 
 
11:00 am-
Worship/Holy 
Communion [S] 
 
3:30 pm-5:00 pm-
Youth Group [YR] 
 
8:00 pm-Alcoholics 
Anonymous [FH] 
 
 

4 
7:00 am-Emmaus 
Group [YR]  
 
9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 
 
 
 

5 
9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 
 
3:00 pm- ASK 
Prayer Group [BC] 
 
 
 

6 
BULLETIN 
DEADLINE 
9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 
 
6:00 pm-Handbell 
Rehearsal [S] 
 
7:00 pm-Choir 
Practice [CR] 
 
8:00 pm-Narcotics 
Anonymous [FH] 
 

7 
9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 
 
 
 
 

8 
9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 
 
8:00 pm-
Alcoholics 
Anonymous [FH] 

9 
 

 

10 
9:45 am-Sunday 
School 
 
11:00 am-Worship 
[S] 
 
8:00 pm-Alcoholics 
Anonymous [FH] 

11 
7:00 am-Emmaus 
Group [YR] 
 
12:00 pm – 
Preschool 
Christmas Show 
[S] 
 
9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 
 
 

12 
9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 
 
3:00 pm- ASK 
Prayer Group [BC] 
 
 
 

13 
BULLETIN 
DEADLINE 
9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 
 
6:00 pm-Handbell 
Rehearsal [S] 
 
7:00 pm-Choir 
Rehearsal [CR] 
 
8:00 pm-Narcotics 
Anonymous [FH] 

14 
9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 
 
 

15 
9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 
 
8:00 pm-
Alcoholics 
Anonymous [FH] 
 

16 
 
 

 
December Birthdays: 
December 1:  Caitlin McVay 

Steve Rich 
December 2:  Bud Allison 

Tom Deschant 
December 9:  Chloe Jackson & Eliza Jackson 

Bob Mair 

 
December 10:  David Hawkins 
December 13:  Tucker Smith 
  Laurel Bishop 
December 15:  Kitty Schaller 
December 19:  Paul Benson 
December 20:  Bob Montague

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Index of Location Abbreviations: 
FH=Fellowship Hall 
S=Sanctuary 
BC=Brown Chapel 
EB=Educational Building 
PO=Pastor’s Office 
CO=Church Office 
TBD=To Be Determined 
UR=Upper Room Sunday School Classroom 
 

 
Important Dates in December: 
Hanging of the Greens – Dec 2nd  
Preschool Christmas Program – Dec 11th  
Christmas Eve Morning Worship-Dec. 24th at 10:00 am (no Sunday School) 
Historical 1800’s Christmas Eve Service – Dec. 24th at 5:00 pm 
Christmas Day – Dec. 25th  
New Year’s Eve – Dec. 31st  

 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
17 
9:45 am-Sunday 
School 
 
11:00 am-
Christmas Cantata 
[S]  
 
12:00 pm – Smith 
Family Baby 
Shower [BC] 
 
8:00 pm-Alcoholics 
Anonymous [FH] 
 

18 
9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 
 
NEWSLETTER 
DEADLINE 
 
BULLETIN 
DEADLINE  
 
7:00 am-Emmaus 
Group [YR] 
 
 
 

19 
9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 
 
3:00 pm- ASK 
Prayer Group [BC] 
 
 
 

20 
PRESCHOOL 
CLOSED 
 
7:00 pm-Choir 
Rehearsal [CR] 
 
8:00 pm-Narcotics 
Anonymous [FH] 
 

21 
PRESCHOOL 
CLOSED 
 
 

22 
PRESCHOOL 
CLOSED 
 
8:00 pm-Alcoholics 
Anonymous [FH] 
 
 
 
 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24 
SUNDAY 
SCHOOL 
CANCELED 
  
10:00 am-Worship 
[S] 
 
11:00am – Cookie 
Decorating, Hot 
Chocolate and 
Coffee Gathering 
[FH] 
 
5:00pm 1800’s 
Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Service 
[S] 
 

25 
PRESCHOOL 
CLOSED 
 
CHRISTMAS 
DAY 
 

26 
PRESCHOOL 
CLOSED 
 
3:00 pm- ASK 
Prayer Group [BC] 
 
 

27 
PRESCHOOL 
CLOSED 
 
BULLETIN 
DEADLINE 
 
No Handbell 
Rehearsal 
 
No Choir 
Rehearsal 
 
8:00 pm-Narcotics 
Anonymous [FH] 

28 
PRESCHOOL 
CLOSED 

29 
PRESCHOOL 
CLOSED 
 

30 
NEW YEAR’S 
EVE 

31 
9:45 am-Sunday 
School 
 
11:00 am-Covenant 
Renewal Service [S] 
 
8:00 pm-Alcoholics 
Anonymous [FH] 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Asbury Memorial United Methodist Church 

Volunteer Schedule 
December 2017 

 
Date Communion 

Servers 
Lock-Up 
Volunteer 

Counting  
Team 

Ushers Greeters Sanctuary 
Stewards 

12.17.17  John Harvin 
Ann Young 

Elaine Poovey 
Scott Glenn 

John Harvin 
Sylvia Burke 

Cynthia Stewart 
John Stewart 

Nancy Ernst  

12.24.17  John Harvin 
Ann Young 

Merritt Moseley 
SueLane Muesing 

Steve Rich 
Julie Niwinski 
Bud Allison 
Geri Allison 

Geri Allison 
Jessica Withers 

Steve Rich 
Judy Rich 

12.31.17  John Harvin 
Ann Young 

Steve Rich 
 

William Withers 
Jessica Withers 
Mardy Murphy 
Don McGeary 

Claire Bailey 
Ann Young 

Gordon Jones 
Joan Jones 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Volunteer Coordinators: 
Counting Team:   Sue Lane Muesing slmue@aol.com   H:  (828) 255-8547 
Lock-Up Team:   Curtis Goforth revgoforth@alumni.duke.edu  H:  (828) 484-8540 
Ushers:    Curtis Goforth revgoforth@alumni.duke.edu  H:  (828) 484-8540 
Greeters:    Cynthia Stewart crameystew@hotmail.com  H:  (828) 251-9210 
Sanctuary Stewards:  Curtis Goforth revgoforth@alumni.duke.edu  H:  (828) 484-8540 
Acolytes:    Sallyanne McVay sallyanne@asburymethodist.org  C:  (828) 230-4065 
Nursery Workers:   Davie Jackson daviejackson@hotmail.com   H:  (828) 645-2928 
Children’s Church:   Sallyanne McVay sallyanne@asburymethodist.org  C:  (828) 230-4065 
Children’s Sermon:   Sallyanne McVay sallyanne@asburymethodist.org  C:  (828) 230-4065 
Communion Servers: Curtis Goforth revgoforth@alumni.duke.edu  H: (828) 484-8540 

    Scripture Readers:       Curtis Goforth     revgoforth@alumni.duke.edu      H: (828) 484-8540 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Asbury Memorial United Methodist Church 

Volunteer Schedule 
December 2017 

 
Date Acolyte(s) Nursery 

Volunteer 
Children’s Church Children’s Message Lector 

12.17.17 Roan Bridger Judy Rich Jennifer Keeney Curtis Goforth Nancy Ernst 
 

12.24.17 Haley Phillips Jessica Withers Laurel Bishop Sallyanne McVay Jessica Jackson 
 

12.31.17 Alana Bridger TBD Mary Molloy Curtis Goforth Janie Wilson 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

N.O.W (Nurture, Outreach & Witness) COMMITTEE 
 

 
 

Join us for our Chili cook-off following the worship service on Sunday, 
January 21st.   More detailed information soon.

 
 
 

 
 

THE CONSTRUCTION NEARS ITS COMPLETION! 
 
If you’ve not already had a chance to do so, you can see some of the images detailing the progress of our 
construction on the church’s Facebook page.  Great progress is being made in “preparing the way” for 
ministry at Asbury Memorial UMC.  Despite the recent snowfall, the covered entryway is almost complete, 
and the landscaping and paving are set to happen this month!  Your continued gifts and pledges to accomplish 
this work are especially appreciated at the year’s end.      
  
    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 
 
 

NEWS FROM THE WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

We will be celebrating our 
Christmas/Advent season at Asbury 
Memorial UMC in dramatic fashion once 
again with a full plate of celebrations 
during the coming weeks and months.  
Christmas Eve falls on a Sunday this 
year, so we will have a Christmas Carols 
Worship Service at 10:00 am (please 
note the time change) and no Sunday 
School. Please join us in the Fellowship 
Hall following the service for cookie 
decorating, hot chocolate and coffee.  

 
We will once again have our Historical 1800’s Christmas Eve service at 5:00 pm.  This year there will not be a 
concert before the service, but plenty of special music will still be featured throughout the service.  Everyone is encouraged 
to dress up for the service in their finest 1800’s clothing as we celebrate Christmas Eve the way it might have been the 
year our church was founded in 1801.   
 
On December 31st for our Sunday Worship Service will be observing something a little different from the ordinary as 
well as we celebrate a Covenant Renewal Service in the Wesleyan Tradition.  Please make plans to join as we start the 
New Year off with something special here at Asbury Memorial UMC!    
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