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Pastor’s Note 
I was privileged this past week to give the invocation at the Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
worship service and march at St. James African Methodist Episcopal Church in downtown 
Asheville.  It is always a humbling experience as a pastor to preach/pray in any church, but 
it is especially so when the invitation comes from a church of a somewhat different 
tradition on such a monumental day.   

The music at the church was exceptional!  My ears were ringing after the service just from 
the choir’s singing, and the songs we sang were echoing through my head for most of the 
week.  I was so incredibly blessed by the heartfelt worship, and I hope that more folks from 
our church might be able to attend this event next year to experience it for themselves.   

As I shared with you in our last newsletter, I have been reading a new biography about our 
church’s namesake and the first bishop of the Methodist Church in America, Francis 
Asbury, entitled American Saint: Francis Asbury and the Methodists by Dr. John Wigger.  
But the history in this book really came alive to me this week as I participated in the MLK 
service at St. James AME Church.  The founder of the African Methodist Episcopal (AME) 
Church, The Rev. Richard Allen, was ordained by Francis Asbury in 1799.  Allen was 
basically the minister to the African-American members at St. George’s Methodist Church 
in Philadelphia, but over time these members (and Allen) no longer felt welcomed.  They 
withdrew from St. George’s and started a church in an old blacksmith shop in Philadelphia 
they named Bethel Church.   

Asbury was a staunch supporter of the anti-slavery movement, and he frequently lost a lot 
of credibility and authority (especially in southwest Virginia) because of his views and the 
rules he worked to put in place in the Discipline of the Methodist Church.  Asbury made it 
a rule that you couldn’t own slaves and be a member of the Methodist Church (a rule that 
was followed more closely in some places than others).  Asbury had a hand in bringing 
about an end to slavery in his own, subtle way.  It has even been suggested that George 
Washington decided to free the slaves he owned upon his death after a conversation he had 
with Asbury at Mount Vernon!   

As we reflect upon the 50th anniversary of the civil rights movement, as we recall our own 
nation’s history of slavery, and as we think about race relations in our own time, it is my 
hope that we might embrace the vision that Asbury had for our church and that we might 
build upon the work of those who have gone before us.  I think the founder of our 
congregation would smile if he could have been a part of the service this past week at St. 
James. 
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Assistant Pastor’s Note 
 
The word pondered is found in the Bible in Luke 2:19 (NIV). In the birth story we 
discover, “But Mary treasured up all of these things and pondered them in her heart.” I 
like the word pondered and have grown to appreciate it even more since retiring. 
Previously, I gave things fleeting consideration, or even mulled them over briefly, but no 
pondering. It is amazing how reading something that touches your heart and mind can 
cause you to ponder. 

I’ve been reading An Altar in the World by Barbara Brown Taylor. Barbara is a retired 
Episcopal priest turned writer. She says that Jesus walked a lot. In fact all four Gospels 
are full of accounts of Jesus walking the countryside, walking by the Sea of Galilee, 
walking to and within the Temple, and even walking on water. The only time I remember him riding is when 
he rides a donkey into Jerusalem in what is called the Triumphal Entry. This set me to pondering why Jesus 
walked almost everywhere he went? Surely, he could have borrowed some fast steed. It would have made his 
life easier. He would have been able to visit more towns and see more people. It would have been possible for 
him to travel greater distances each day. He could have visited friends and family more often. 

I wonder if he walked because walking gave him time to see things, such as the blind beggar on the side of 
the road the one whose sight he restored. Walking caused him to just slow down enough to look up into the 
tree to see Zacchaeus, call him by name, and ultimately change his life. Jesus encountered the ten lepers and 
restored them to wholeness that leprosy had robbed them of for years. Life around him was not a blur. We, on 
the other hand find ourselves speeding from place to place, whether walking or driving. Because Jesus moved 
slowly as he walked, the faces of the people he encountered came into focus allowing him to see the pain in 
their faces; enabling him to give them words of comfort and a healing touch. 

As disciples of Jesus we are called to be the Christ to those we encounter in our daily living. I invite all of us 
to ponder how we can learn to slow down, look into the eyes of those we meet,  hear their stories so we can 
all become open to God’s transforming grace.  

              -The Rev. David Warren  

Preschool News 
 
After a pleasant, much-needed break at Christmas, the preschool is back in full swing! We will start 
registering for Summer and Fall 2013 in February (this month!). We anticipate another full house for next 
year!  Thank you for your support of our craft show in November and for your on-going support for over 
thirty years. 
                                                                                                                         -Madeline Moseley 
 
Senior Adult Ministries (SAMs) 
 
The SAMs club will have a meeting on Wednesday, February 13th at 11:00 am in the Fellowship Hall of the 
Church.  Our own Rick Morehead will describe the life, equipment, and trials of an American Militiaman 
during the American Revolution.  The meal will be a covered-dish luncheon, so bring some food to share.   
                        -Margaret Tickle 
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Amazing Grace Movie and Meal 
 
The NOW Committee and the Faith Meets Life class invite the Asbury community to enjoy a casual 
Sunday night supper and screening of the movie, “Amazing Grace,” in Brown Chapel on February 24th.  
This 2006 historical drama chronicles the efforts of an English politician to abolish slavery in England, 
supported by the writer of the beloved hymn, Amazing Grace.  Come at 5:30 pm for light food and 
companionship; the movie will be shown at 6:00 pm (free popcorn!).  Nursery can be provided upon 
request.   
                  -Day Ann Emory, 225-4588 
 
News from the Missions Committee 
 
The Bread Tin collections for the month of February will go to the Red Bird Mission, a United Methodist 
agency located in the Appalachian mountains of southeastern Kentucky since 1921, that empowers 
individuals and advocates justice by providing educational, health, and community outreach ministries to 
area low-income residents.   
 
Included below are some pictures from Ghana of the school children for whom our church provided 
uniforms last year.  Our bread tin collection from January ($408.16) will also be going to purchase 
uniforms for these children.  (You may recognize Agya and his mother Rene in the picture at the bottom 
right). 
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Asbury Memorial United Methodist Church 
Church Calendar for February 2013 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 

1 

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 

1:00 pm-Handbell 
Practice [S] 

8:00 pm-Alcoholics 
Anonymous [FH] 
 
CHURCH OFFICE 
CLOSED 

2 

 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH OFFICE 
CLOSED 

  3 

9:45 am-Sunday 
School 

11:00 am-Worship  
(Holy Communion) 

12:00 pm-Church 
Conference [S] 

5:00 pm-Al-Anon 
[BC] 

8:00 pm-Alcoholics 
Anonymous [FH] 

4 

7:00 am-Emmaus 
Group [YR] 

10:00 am-12:00 pm-
Asheville Area 
Clergy Lectionary 
Meeting [BC] 

9:00 am- 12:00 pm- 
Church Office Hours 

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 

7:00 pm- Long-
Range Planning 
Committee [CR] 

 

5 

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 

12:00pm- Staff 
Meeting [CO] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CHURCH OFFICE 
CLOSED 

6 

9:00 am-12:00 pm-
Church Office Hours 

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 

7:00 pm-Choir 
Rehearsal [CR] 

8:00 pm-Narcotics 
Anonymous [FH] 

 

 
BULLETIN 
DEADLINE 

7 

9:00 am-12:00pm- 
Church Office Hours 

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 

10:00 am- Asheville 
Urban Missional 
Network @ First 
Baptist Church 
Asheville (Rm 305) 

8 

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 

8:00 pm-Alcoholics 
Anonymous [FH] 

 

 
 

 
 
 

CHURCH OFFICE 
CLOSED 

 

9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH OFFICE 
CLOSED 

 

10 

9:45 am-Sunday 
School 

11:00 am-Worship  

2:00 pm- Children’s 
Valentine Party [BC] 

5:00 pm-Al-Anon 
[BC] 

7:00pm- Church 
Council Meeting 
[BC] 

8:00 pm-Alcoholics 
Anonymous [FH] 

11 

7:00 am-Emmaus 
Group [YR] 

9:00 am-12:00 pm-
Church Office Hours 

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 

 

 

 

12 

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH OFFICE 
CLOSED 

13 

9:00 am-12:00 pm-
Church Office Hours 

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 

11:00 am-SAMs 
Meeting-Covered 
Dish-Rick Morehead 
to do program [FH] 

6:30 pm- Ash 
Wednesday Service 
[Location TBD] 

7:00 pm-Choir 
Rehearsal [CR] 

8:00 pm-Narcotics 
Anonymous [FH] 

BULLETIN 
DEADLINE 

14 

9:00 am-12:00 pm-
Church Office Hours 

9:00 am-1:00pm-
Preschool [EB] 

 
 
 
 
 

15 

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 

8:00 pm-Alcoholics 
Anonymous [FH] 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

CHURCH OFFICE 
CLOSED 

16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH OFFICE 
CLOSED 

 
FH=Fellowship Hall 
S=Sanctuary 
BC=Brown Chapel 
EB=Educational Building 
YR=Youth Room 
GE=Givens Estate 
PO=Pastor’s Office 
CO=Church Office 
CR=Choir Room 
TBD=To Be Determined 

 
 

 
IMPORTANT ITEMS TO NOTE: 
 



 
 

 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

17 

9:45 am-Sunday 
School 

11:00 am-Worship  

5:00 pm-Al-Anon 
[BC] 

8:00 pm-Alcoholics 
Anonymous [FH] 

 

18 

7:00 am-Emmaus 
Group [YR] 

10:00 am-12:00 pm 
Asheville Area 
Clergy Lectionary 
Group [BC] 

9:00 am-12:00 pm-
Church Office Hours 

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 

6:30 pm-Ten 
Thousand Villages 
Board Mtg [BC] 

NEWSLETTER 
DEADLINE 

19 

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
CHURCH OFFICE 
CLOSED    

20 

9:00 am-12:00 pm-
Church Office Hours 

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 

7:00 pm-Choir 
Rehearsal [CR] 

8:00 pm-Narcotics 
Anonymous [FH] 

 

 

 
 
BULLETIN 
DEADLINE 

                            21 

Jones School MLK 
Prayer Breakfast 
[FH] 

9:00 am-12:00 pm- 
Church Office Hours 
 
9:00am-1:00pm- 
Preschool [EB] 
 
6:30pm- Finance 
Committee [BC] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

22 

9:00am-1:00pm- 
Preschool [EB] 

8:00 pm-Alcoholics 
Anonymous [FH] 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
CHURCH OFFICE 
CLOSED 

  23 

1:00 pm 
 Fellowship Hall  
reserved for 
Birthday Party [FH] 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
CHURCH OFFICE 
CLOSED 

24 

9:45 am-Sunday 
School 

11:00 am-Worship 

5:00 pm-Al-Anon 
[BC] 

5:30 pm- Food and 
Fellowship [FH] 

6:00 pm- “Amazing 
Grace” Movie [FH] 

8:00 pm-Alcoholics 
Anonymous [FH] 

25 

7:00 am-Emmaus 
Group [YR] 

9:00 am-12:00 pm-
Church Office Hours  

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 

6:30 pm-Friendship 
Circle [BC] 

 

26 

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 

 

 

 

 

 

 
CHURCH OFFICE 
CLOSED 

27 

9:00 am-12:00 pm-
Church Office Hours 

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 

7:00 pm-Choir 
Rehearsal [CR] 

8:00 pm-Narcotics 
Anonymous [FH] 

 
BULLETIN 
DEADLINE 

28 

9:00 am-12:00 pm-
Church Office Hours 

9:00 am-1:00 pm-
Preschool [EB] 

5:30pm- Alpha 
Delta Kappa 
Meeting [FH] 

  

 
FH=Fellowship Hall 
S=Sanctuary 
BC=Brown Chapel 
EB=Educational Building 
YR=Youth Room 
GE=Givens Estate 
PO=Pastor’s Office 
CO=Church Office 
TBD=To Be Determined 
 

 
IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES 
Ash Wednesday will be on February 13th 
Maundy Thursday will be on March 28th 
Good Friday will be on March 29th 
Easter Sunday will be on March 31st 

Asbury Memorial United Methodist Church Staff Contact Information 
 
The Rev. J. Curtis Goforth, Pastor     The Rev. David Warren, Assistant Pastor   
curtis@asburymethodist.org      david@asburymethodist.org 
(828) 253-0765, church phone     (828) 251-1294, home phone 
(828) 281-1965, church fax     (828) 279-0694, cell phone 
(828) 484-8540, home phone                                                                      
(704) 984-1434, cell phone     Mrs. Mandy Fisher, Office Assistant 
        mandy@asburymethodist.org  
The Rev. Sallyanne McVay, Minister to Youth and Children   
sallyanne@asburymethodist.org      Mrs. Ann Perkins, Minister of Music / Accompanist  
(828) 230-4065, cell phone     ajperk@aol.com 
        (828) 254-0078, home phone 



 

 

 

 

 

 
Asbury Memorial United Methodist Church 

Volunteer Schedule 
February 2013 

 
Date Communion 

Servers 
Lock-Up 
Volunteer 

Counting  
Team 

Ushers Greeters Sanctuary Stewards 

2.3.2013 Deborah Hawkins 
Rick Morehead 

Toni Tweed 
Scott Glenn 

Mark Smith 
Madeline 
Moseley 

Robert Wiltshire 
Debbie Wiltshire 
William Withers 
Jessica Withers 

Cathy Mills 
Toni Tweed 

Gordon Jones 
Joan Jones 

2.10.2013 NA Toni Tweed 
Scott Glenn 

Betty Gaddy 
Jane Hite 

Bud Allison 
Geri Allison 
Mardy Murphy 
Don McGeary 

Merle Buckner 
Kitty Schaller 

Bruce Kidder 
Elaine Price 

2.17.2013 NA Toni Tweed 
Scott Glenn 

Merritt Moseley 
Claire Bailey 

Don Jackson 
Davie Jackson 
Mike Rice 
Sherry Rice 

Elaine Price 
Jessica Withers 

Cathy Mills 
Madeline Moseley 

2.24.2013 NA Toni Tweed 
Scott Glenn 

Steve Rich 
Julie Niwinski 

Doug Tallent 
Martha Tallent 
Cindy Page 
Jerry Stubblefield 

Cynthia Stewart 
Ann Young 

Steve Rich 
Judy Rich 

 

 
Asbury Memorial United Methodist Church 

Volunteer Schedule 
February 2013 

 
Date Acolytes Nursery Volunteers Children’s Church Children’s Message Scripture Reader 
2.3.2013 Mitchell Tucker Cathy Mills  

Mardy Murphy 
Heather Post Sallyanne McVay Curtis Goforth 

2.10.2013 Haley Phillips Derick Tickle 
Margaret Tickle 

Margaret Tickle Margaret Tickle Jeff McVay 

2.17.2013 Elliott Withers Bob Tucker 
Rebecca Tucker 

Jessica Jackson Sallyanne McVay Merritt Moseley 

2.24.2013 Corey Anne 
McVay 

Merritt Moseley 
Madeline Moseley 

Mardy Murphy Curtis Goforth David Warren 

 

Volunteer Coordinators: 
Counting Team:   Sue Lane Muesing slmue@aol.com   H:  (828) 255-8547  
Lock-Up Team:    Curtis Goforth curtis@asburymethodist.org  H:  (828) 484-8540    
Ushers:    Gary Hutchins NA    H:  (828) 683-1948 
Greeters:    Cynthia Stewart crameystew@hotmail.com  H:  (828) 251-9210   
Sanctuary Stewards:  Margaret Tickle margarettickle@aol.com  H:  (828) 252-9887   
Acolytes:    Sallyanne McVay sallyanne@asburymethodist.org  C:  (828) 230-4065  
Nursery Workers:   Davie Jackson daviejackson@hotmail.com    H:  (828) 645-2928    
Children’s Church:   Sallyanne McVay sallyanne@asburymethodist.org  C:  (828) 230-4065    
Children’s Sermon:   Sallyanne McVay sallyanne@asburymethodist.org  C:  (828) 230-4065    
Communion Servers: Curtis Goforth curtis@asburymethodist.org  H: (828) 484-8540   
Scripture Readers:   Curtis Goforth curtis@asburymethodist.org  H: (828) 484-8540  

 

 

 

www.asburymethodist.org  

Volunteer Schedules  



 
Youth News 
 
*Samuel and Wylie Withers traveled with the Asheville High School Band to march in the Inauguration Parade in 
Washington, DC. 
*Billy Gottenstrator is a student at the North Carolina School of Science and Math in Durham, N.C. and  will be 
traveling to Greece in February. 
*Several of the Senior High youth attended the Asheville Mission Midnight Manna service, fellowship and dance 
on Saturday, January 26th. 
*Sr. High and Middle School youth groups are discussing a summer mission trip!!!! Contact Sallyanne 
(sallyanne@asburymethodist.org) if you or someone you know is interested in participating. Adult chaperones are 
needed as well!! 
 
Children’s News 
 
 *VALENTINE PARTY*  
There will be a Valentine Party on Sunday, Feb. 10th at 2:00 pm in Brown Chapel. Along with treats and 
fellowship, our children will be making valentines to send to our homebound members. Mark your calendars!! 
 
*EASTER EGG HUNT*  
There will be an Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday March 30th (time TBA). Please help support this fun event with 
donations of individually wrapped Easter candy and other trinkets. As an alternative to candy, some of the plastic 
eggs will contain pennies and nickels. Collection receptacles for candy and monies are beside the MANNA food 
barrel. Additional monetary contributions will be accepted for the purchase of  “goody bag” items. If you want to 
help hide eggs or assist in any way, contact Sallyanne McVay (sallyanne@asburymethodist.org). 
 
News from the Worship Committee 
 
*The Worship Committee met on January 14th to review the Advent/Christmas season and to begin planning for the 
Lent/Easter season.  It was decided that the Christmas Eve Candlelight Service would be at 6:00 pm next year 
instead of 5:30 pm.   
*We now have a new, updated volunteer schedule for the entire year now available in the office and as a PDF on 
the church website.  Thanks for all your help in volunteering so that the church may run smoothly! 
*The sound system is being reviewed by the Trustees and the Worship Committee and we are working to make it 
easier to hear the service.  We appreciate your patience.   
*Many thanks to Derick Tickle who has gilded the incised letters of the altar table! 
*Our Ash Wednesday service that will signal the start of the season of Lent will be here at the church on Feb. 13th 
at 6:30 pm.  The location is still to be determined, but may be held in Brown Chapel instead of the sanctuary.   
*Happy Anniversary to Ann Perkins! Ann celebrated her 35th year as Choir Director of Asbury in January!! We are 
thankful for her and continue to be blessed with her presence and musical expertise!!  

 
Church Officers List and Budget for 2013 Copies 
Due to space issues we were unable to list all the Church Officers and the Budget for 2013 in the newsletter this 
month.  However, copies of these lists are available in the office and on the church website 
(www.asburymethodist.org).  Please note though that the Budget for 2013 is simply a preliminary budget at this 
time as it has not yet been approved by the Church Council.  
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Devon R. Tucker 
Eagle Scout Court of Honor 

Sunday,  February 17th 
2:00 PM 

St. Paul's United Methodist Church 
Reception to follow 

Asbury family, please join us to celebrate 
 this extraordinary accomplishment.  

~Bob and Rebecca Tucker 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Asbury Memorial United Methodist Church  
171 Beaverdam Rd. 
Asheville, NC  28804 


